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Hisn Al Ghorab

P This fort was built over mountaintop to
the southeast of the port of Qana. According
to historical sources, a British ship ‘Balinors’
spotted the remains of the old fort on May 16,
1834 A.D. At the time, the ship was anchored
in the narrow waterway that is closed from one
end by a lower island and from the other by a
ragged rock. The Arab captain accompanying
the British sailors told them that this place was
called Hisn Al Ghorab.

P The three British sailors from the ship, who
were assigned to explore the southern coast of
Arabia, spotted a fort, rubble, towers and oth-
er buildings on the mountaintop. There were
many other monuments on the slope, most of
which were built with the rocks of the moun-
tain, and covered with mortar made of petri-
fied shells. On the way to the mountaintop,
the sailors found inscriptions in the Musnad
script at the top of the mountain, a water tank
and remains of fortifications that included
huge square towers overlooking the sea. So
the sailors concluded that the fort was built to
protect the port.

P One of the sailors copied the inscriptions,
especially the inscriptions marked with
(CIH621) and (CIH728). As for the inscrip-
tion marked with (CIHG621), the old Yemeni
archacologists knew it was the name, Hisn Al
Ghorab. It is one of the most important in-
scriptions to be found because it chronicles the
history of Yemen during the pre-Islamic era. It
is dated 640 of the Hamirite calendar which
corresponds to 525 A.D., which was a period
that witnessed the fall of the ancient Yemeni
civilization



